
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































																																								 																																							 																																							 																																							 													
anthropologists	actively	engaged	in	supporting	the	Boycott,	Divest	and	Sanctions	
movement.	Arguments	for	and	against	the	resolution	were	discussed	widely	among	
members	in	the	run	up	to	the	meeting,	in	many	panels	and	roundtables	during	the	
conference	and	on	the	day	of	the	vote	at	the	AAA	Annual	Business	Meeting	(see,	for	
example,	http://www.aaanet.org/issues/policy-
advocacy/upload/IsraelPalestineDocument2014.pdf).	The	resolution	was	rejected,	as	
only	52	members	supported	it,	whilst	the	overwhelming	majority	of	those	present	at	
the	vote	opposed	it	(for	details	of	the	voting	process	and	results,	see	
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2014/12/08/anthropologists-reject-
resolution-opposing-academic-boycott-israel).		
	
EL:	And	now	it’s	America,	I’m	sorry.		
	
EN:	Ok,	but…	Ellen…	She’s	very	dominant.			
	
EL:	I’m	sorry,	you’re	not	interviewing	me	so	I’m	just…	
	
EJG,	PB	and	SP:	(laughter)	We	are	now…	(Laughter)	
	
SP:	If	you	don’t	mind…		
	
EL:	I’m	just	putting	in	my	two	cents…	ok	but	that’s	not	your	position…	
	
EN:	My	position,	you	know,	when	people	would	say,	you	know,	Israel’s	not	fair	to	the	
Palestinians,	you	know	and	I’ve	never	been	there,	but	I	thought,	yeah	that’s	right,	they’re	
not	being	fair	to	the	Palestinians	and	then	there	started	to	be	this	whole	settler	thing	and	I	
was	like,	oh	that’s	disgusting	and	wrong.	But	somewhere	I	always	felt	that	I’m	on	Israel’s	
side,	just	because	of	this	history,	and	over	the	summer	that’s	really	started	to	change.	Some	
guy	wrote	an	article,	it	was	in	The	Guardian,	maybe	The	Guardian	and	Holly	showed	me	and	
the	guy	said,	liberal	Judaism	is	dead,	that	just,	that	was	just	recently	
	
EL:	That	was	just	recently	yeah.		
	
EN:	That	was	just	recent	and	you	know	I	read	that	article	and	I	thought,	that’s	right,	it’s	just	
not	moving	toward	a	peace	process,	it’s	not	moving	toward	a	two	state	solution.	I	believe	
that	they’re	moving	toward	a	“Let’s	ethnic	cleanse	the	Palestinians	[position]	“	
	
EL:	Apartheid…	
	
EN:	And	that	is	unacceptable	to	me.		
	
EL:	But	you	know,	you’ve	come	to	that	more	recently,	I	felt	like	that	the	whole	time.		
	
EL:	I’ve	never	been	a	Zionist,	my	father	was	a	refugee	from	the	Nazis,	and	my	father	refused	
to	set	foot	in	Israel	because	he	believed	that	a	chauvinist	single	ethnicity	state	was	wrong.		
	
And	he	was	very	principled	about	this	and	he	wouldn’t…	um,	he	wouldn’t	have	anything	to	
do	with	it	and	he,	um,	and	he’d	always	say	to	me	well	don’t	let	anybody	tell	you	you’re	not	
as	good	as	other	people	because	you’re	a	Jew	but	also,	you’re	not	better.		
	
EL:	Hello.	You	are	not	better.	And	I	went	to	Israel	once,	I	was	there	once,	twenty	four	years	
ago,	and	um,	it	was	in	many	ways	a	life	altering	experience.	I	found	it	unbearable	to	be	
there.	I	felt	like	I	was	being	locked	up	in	a	cell	with	a	bunch	of	my	craziest	relatives,	which	
was	partly	what	was	happening,	but…	(laughter)...	but	also	these	other	people	and	you	
know,	this	an	assumption	that	if	you’re	a	Jew	you	should	want	to	go	there…	and	I	personally	
believe,	I’m	an	Eastern	European,	my	family’s	from	Russia,	I	personally	believe	that	we	were	
never	in	the	Middle	East,	I	think	that	we	were	derived	from	people	from	the	Caucuses,	
there’s	a	whole	thing	about	that	with	mass	conversions	in	the	middle	ages	of	these	tribal	
people	in	the	Caucuses	to	Judaism	and	I	think	that’s	where	I	come	from	I	don’t	believe	we	
were	ever	there	ad	we	don’t	have	a	right	to	march	in	and	claim	it.	Now	on	the	other	hand	
Jews	went	there	for	very	good	reasons,	at	the	end	of	the	war	and	I’m	sympathetic	to	that	
‘cause,	you	know	I’m	descended	from…	you	know	and	I	grew	up	also	with	the	Holocaust,	
you	know	my	father	kept	a	careful	count	we	lost	38	members	of	our	family,	and	my	father	
had	a	little	record	of	what	happened	to	everybody…	
	
And	some	people	had	to	go	there,	partly	because	the	United	States	refused	to	let	them	in..	
	
EN:	It’s	true.		
	
EL:	And	other	places,	and	they	built	something	there	so	it’s	sort	of	like	are	we	gonna	say,	you	
know	in	the	U.S.,	there	was	the	stuff	that	was	done	to	the	American	Indians,	all	their	land	
was	taken…	I	was	just	at	the	museum	of	the	American…	there’s	a	national	Museum	of	the	
American	Indian	here	in	Washington,	which	is	pretty	interesting,	and	they	had	this	whole	
exhibit,	you	know,	the	whole	state	of	New	Jersey	belonged	to	the	Lenape	Indians.	But	like,	
are	we	gonna	give	them	back	New	Jersey	now?	It’s	kind	of	impossible.	Plus	you	know	the	
crime	families	wouldn’t	let	them…	won’t	let	them	have	it,	but	you	know	what	I	mean,	you	
can’t	undo	what’s	happened.	It’s	terrible,	these	people	were	slaughtered	and	there	were	
millions	of	them	and	they	get…	what	happened	to	the	Indians	after,	a	few	years	after	North	
Americans	came?	
	
EN:	Oh	it	was	devastating.		
	
EL:	There	used	to	be	millions	and	millions	of	them	and	it	went	down	to	half	a	million,	they	all	
died	of	diseases	and	then	they	were	murdered,	but	you	can’t,…	it’s	all	terrible	but	you	can’t	
take	it	back,	so	you	have	to	figure	out	where	to	go	from	there.		
	
SP:	Well,	one	can	make	it	an	issue	for	the	present.	So	that	to	think	that	the	question	of	
justice	and	stolen	land	is	a	matter	not	about	history	–	in	the	sense	of	being	about	the	past	–	
but	about	the	present…		
	
EN:	But	what	are	you	going	to	do	about	it?		
	
EL:	What	are	you	going	to	do	about,	so…	the	question	also	with	Israel	they’ve	built,	they’ve	
done	amazing	things	there,	you	go	there	and	there’s	this	beautiful	cultural	
	
EL:	It’s	very	interesting.	And	some	of	it	is	very	beautiful	I	mean	I	can’t	say	I	saw	everything	
but	I	saw	a	bunch	of	things	and…um…	but	its	also	this	horrible	racist	state	with	basically	
apartheid…	And	it’s	not,	you	know,	without	some	cracks	in	the	system	so,	like	I	met	this	guy	
the	other	night,	he’s	an	Arab-Israeli	graduate	student	in	Anthropology	at	Tel	Aviv	University,	
he’s	from	Haifa	which	is	a	very	ethnically	mixed	city,	it’s	the	most	ethnically	mixed	place,	and	
he	was	against	the	boycott.	And	he’s	getting	a	PhD	at	an	Israeli	institution.	I	mean	it’s	not	
true	that	they’ve	been	totally	kept	out.	You	know,	it’s	a	very	mixed	story	and	there	are	all	
these	human	stories	in	the	middle…	And	I	basically	think	the	two	state	solution	is	not	even	
what	I	would’ve	preferred.	I	would’ve	preferred	a	one	state	solution	but	a	multi-ethnic	state.	
And	that	was	maybe	possible	in	1947,	I	mean	that’s	gone	away…	
	
	
PB:	There’s	an	erasure	of	a	shared	history	isn’t	there…	and	a	shared	identity?	
	
EL:	There	is	a	shared	history,	but	I	personally	don’t	think	my	history	goes	back,	you	know,	to	
Palestine.	I	think	my	history	goes	back	to	Russia.	And	the	Caucuses	and	when	I	think	about	a	
place,	you	know	my	family	felt	that	they’d	been	torn	out	of	Russia.	That	was	the	place	that	
they…	you	know	and	we	spoke	Russian,	or	I	tried	to	speak	but	other	people	in	my	family	
spoke	Russian,	you	know,	I	didn’t	want	to	learn	Hebrew	that’s	not	my	language.	Maybe	
Yiddish,	but	not	Hebrew.	But	in	any	case	we	all	have	different	feelings	so	you’re	partly	
Jewish,	I’m	Jewish,	everybody	has	a	different	feeling	about	this.		
	
EN:	But	Ellen	persuaded	me	to	oppose	the	boycott	because…	Well	I	know	some	Jewish	
academics	and	you	know	I	mean	the	academics	are	the	most	progressive	part	of	the	society,	
so,		I	don’t…	you	know	it’s	against	academic	freedom	and	I’m	very	mixed	I	have	very	mixed	
feelings	about	it.	I	have	to	say,	I	mean.	And	I	have	just	recently,	you	know	gone	through	a	big	
painful	change	about	my	feelings	about	Israel	being	so	negative	now…	But,	um	I’m	still	going	
to	vote	against	the	boycott.	
	
SP:	Right…	
	
EL:	You	know	it’s	going	to	punish	the	most	progressive	people…	not	all	of	progressive	some	
of	the	academics…	it’s	just	like	here,	some	of	us	are	very	progressive,	and	some	are	not.	And	
so,	when	they	talk	about	they	want	to	boycott	Israel,	because	people	are	complicit	with	the	
government,	well	what	about	the	United	States?	Look	at	the	stuff	that	we	do.	Want	to	
boycott	a	really	harmful	government?	Boycott	the	United	States	but	nobody	wants	to	do	
that	because	they’re	all	American	and	it	would	be	really	inconvenient.		
	
EN:	Yes	that’s	true.		
	
EN:	It	is	very	complicated.	I	mean	yet	we	do	support	certain	policies	even	though	the	
situations	might	be	very	complicated.	But	that’s	a	policy	that	I’m	not	going	to	support	at	this	
point.		
	
	
END	
	
